
First Grade Classes are beginning their 

Service Learning Project “Warm A 

Heart”.  Guilford County Social Services 

has a department where they provide 

services for the elderly members of the 

community. Our First Grade classes 

want to help make some of these mem-

bers happy for the Christmas Holiday. 

For our contributions to be successful, 

we are asking for donations of: for a fe-

male-nightgowns (size-large), large & XL 

sweat pants, a stuffed animal, personal 

grooming kit, x-large adult dia-

pers/depends, large & XL shirts, large & 

XL dresses, crossword puzzle books, 

magazines, body sprays, lotions, body 

washes and deodorant. Send anything 

appropriate for an elderly female. 

Thank you for your continued support of 

the JWES Community!  

Visit our school website for 
more news! 

Grade Level Focus 

Reading Highlights 
 Retelling Strategies 

 Fiction vs. Informative Text (Non-Fiction) 

Helpful Parent Tips 

 You can provide reading opportunities 

and extra guidance at home by simply 

implementing the simple activities and 

tips you find on this page. They 

are sure to help your child with 

reading comprehension regard-

less of what skill level they are 

currently at. Equally important, 

they will help foster a love for 

reading. 

Reminders 

 Return all important forms to class-

room teachers 

 All Volunteers must register through 

the GCS website.  If you have not 

signed up with GCS to volunteer, 

please take a moment and do so at 

this time.  The link is below: https://
www.gcsvolunteers.com/
volunteer.php?newflag=1  

 Join PTA for $8 (cost includes agenda 

and membership) 

 Pack a Daily Snack 

 Return homework folders & agendas 

daily 

 Ask your child about our school-wide 

SPOTS plan 

 Instructional Day 7:20-2:25 

 Tardy Bell  7:45am 

 If your child is going to get breakfast, 

they should arrive at school in a 

timely manner in order to finish by 

7:45am. 

Fabulous First Grade  

F I R S T  G R A D E  

December 1, 2017 

Important Dates 

Holiday Bazaar 12/1 

Interim Reports 

Go Home 
12/6 

Candy Cane Greetings 12/1-8 

Science Fair Projects 12/8 

Winter Music Program 12/19 

Holiday Party 12/20 

Math Highlights 
 Counting to 120 (writing & readings numbers) 

 Simple Equation (2+8=10) & (10-8=2) 

 Fact Families 

 Introduction to Fraction & Telling Time 

 Place Value 

Helpful Parent Tips 

 Math skills are important to a child’s success – both 

at school and in everyday life. Understanding math 

also builds confidence and opens the door to a 

range of career options. 

http://jessewharton.gcsnc.com/pages/Jesse_Wharton_Elementary
http://jessewharton.gcsnc.com/pages/Jesse_Wharton_Elementary
https://www.gcsvolunteers.com/volunteer.php?newflag=1
https://www.gcsvolunteers.com/volunteer.php?newflag=1
https://www.gcsvolunteers.com/volunteer.php?newflag=1


Our Mission: 

 We are dedicated to providing a safe, positive and nurturing learn-

ing environment where students can achieve their full academic, 

social and personal potential to become contributing members of 

society. 

 

 Our Vision: 

  Work collaboratively with parents and community members. 

  Incorporate hands-on technology. 

  Encourage problem-solving by implementing a rigorous              

curriculum. 

  Emphasize strong character and a deep sense of individual 

responsibility. 

 

JWES: Jesse Wharton Expects Success! Giraffes earn their SPOTS! 

Show respect. 

Practice kindness. 

Observe safety. 

Think carefully. 

Share responsibility. 

First Grade Contact Information 

We will do a writing assessment for the end of the 

first quarter so please remind your child about the 

mechanics of writing:  capitalization, punctuation, 

and spacing.  By first grade, kids should be writing 

on their own initiative. Practice makes Perfect. 

Helpful Parent Tips 

 Praise your child’s efforts at writing. Be primar-

ily interested in content. Emphasize your 

child’s successes. Resist the tendency to focus 

only on errors of spelling, punctuation, and 

other mechanical parts of writing. 

Phonics Highlights 

 Denia McGehee (mcgehed@gcsnc.com) 

 

 Greg Penderleith (penderg@gcsnc.com) 

 

 Brooke Rothwell (rothweb@gcsnc.com) 

 

 Christi Shropshire ( shropsc@gcsnc.com) 

Learning is a 
Treasure 

Students hard at work. 

F a b u l o u s  

F i r s t  G r a d e   

Writing Highlights 

Your child is going to learn to: 

 Baseword, suffix with the suffix-s, and pluralization 

 Learn or review words by memory:  were, are, who, what, when, 

where, there, here.   These are called trick words because they cannot be sounded out. Your child needs to 

learn these by memory. 

 Learn capitalization, punctuation and word spacing for sentence dictation. 

Helpful Parent Tips 

 Phonics are the building blocks to reading. And while they’re not always intuitive, once you know the rules, 

they can help quite a bit. So learn the basics. Not only will you be helping your child, but you’ll finally under-

(336) 545-3700 


